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Hand in Hand, a Swedish based organisation was founded by a Swedish couple Ms.Gunnel and

Mr.Olle Blomqvist in 1988. Mr Percy Barnevik, former Chairman of ABB is one of our main donors. The
Indian aid organisation, Hand in Hand, Tamil Nadu, is a Registered Trust operating in Kancheepuram. It
focuses on the issues of child and bonded labour, education, enrolment of school dropouts and
mainstreaming the child labourers and dropouts into the regular schools.

Today, the organisation is building up the capacities of the communities in the rural areas by
abolition of child labour and by universalizing school education. It works towards empowering women
through collective action on issues relating to livelihoods and natural resource management. The
organisation is planning to adopt the MV Foundation of Andhra Pradesh as the role model for total
eradication of child labour and universalizing childrens' education with total commitment towards the set of

non-negotiables developed by the MV Foundation.

The Hand in Hand Trust seeks your partnership in its endeavor to enable every child realise its full

rights and empower poor women to stand on their own legs.

DR. KALPANA SANKAR
Chief Executive Officer

Kancheepuram
01.07.2004




MAJOR PROGRAMMES OF HIH

1.TRANSIT SCHOOL FOR CHILD LABOURERS AND SCHOOL DROPOUTS

The 1991 Census data reveal the presence of over 6.06 lakh child labourers in the
main and marginal worker category in the Indian State of TamilNadu. An interesting
observation is that the girl child in rural areas is more prone to child labour than in the
urban areas, with the rural SC girl even more prone. In urban areas in the age group 5-14,
2.4% of female children are classified as workers as against 5.9% boys. In rural areas, 10%
of girl children in the age group 5-14 are workers, and therefore child labourers, as against
4% of male children. Thus the female child in rural areas in twice as much prone to child
labour. One reason could be the better access to schools (the distance factor) in urban areas
resulting in greater enrolment of girls in urban areas. Better opportunities in urban areas for
employment also result in greater dropout of boys. Besides the enumerated child workers
based on certain classification, there is a class of "invisible" child workers, particularly girl
children, who are in popular perception "dropouts", but in reality workers at home. This
class is very significant with over 50% of girls in the age 10-14 belonging to this category.

Hand in Hand established a special evening weavers' school to provide non-formal
education, supplementary nutrition, (children are provided with highly nutritious food and
health checkup) in the areas where children are mostly engaged in weaving. At present, the
evening schools are functional in 10 centres and the major challenge appears to be
mainstreaming these child labourers and bonded children. We are working in close
partnership with MV Foundation of Andhra Pradesh to mainstream the bonded children,
prevent school dropouts and we propose to double the centers, which serve as an entry
point in the next two years.

2.CRECHES FOR TRIBAL CHILDREN

HiH started two créches (Amanda Dagis at
Kilkadirpur in February 2003 and (Emile Dagis) at
Orrikkai in March 2003. In both the créches, there are
& nearly 50 children who are being taken care of by our
B child care workers. These children are provided with
nutritious food, toys and play materials. The aim of
this programme is to educate and provide nutritious
~ food to make them mal-nutrition free and fit to join the

Enjoyable Moment - Mr. Percy Barnevik

with the Tribal Children regular schools.

























